
of the past and opinions about the present. When asked how the physicians of
to-day compared with those of forty years ago, he replied, " To tell the truth,
I do not think the general practitioner is any more successful, notwithstanding
that there have been so many great discoveries.The medical men of
to-day, I think, are inclined to go too much upon theory, and that is almost sure

to result in occasional grave mistakes.I cannot help thinking, also, that
we have too many specialists nowadays in this country." At a later portion
of the interview he said, " Speaking of anaesthetics reminds me of the fact
that I might have been the accidental discoverer of the application of ether
as an anaesthetic. When I was a lecturer at the Pittsfleld Medical School it
was a common custom of the students to pour sulphuric ether on their hand-
kerchiefs and inhale it for a stimulant. Some of them used to breathe it until
it had put them into the second stage of activity and excitement; and if one

of them had kept it up until the third stage had been reached, we might per-
haps have made the discovery right there."

—

After a few months' sojourn in England, Mr. Callender, F. R. S., has
returned to America. He was one of the passengers of the Cunarder Gallia,
which arrived in New York on the 2d of September.

LITERARY NOTES.
— Dr. William F. Whitney and Mr. F. H. Clark, apothecary to the Boston

Dispensary, have prepared a compendium of the most important drugs with
their doses according to the metric system. It is published by A. Williams
& Co., in form sufficiently compact for the waistcoat pocket.

— The Canada Medical and Surgical Journal will in the future be edited
by Drs. George Ross and W. A. Molson. It will appear on the 15th day of
every month instead of the 1st, as heretofore.

— The Future Influence of the Johns Hopkins Hospital on the Medical
Profession of Baltimore is the title of a pamphlet written and published by Dr.
John Van Bibber. It was read before the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty
of Maryland, and contains some criticism, undoubtedly fair, on the short-com-
ings of existing institutions, as the medical schools, and the great advantage
of the new hospital as an educational agency. The tone of the article would
seem to imply that the Baltimore doctors do not appreciate the value of this
almost unprecedented gift. It is difficult to believe this to be the case. The
appearance of this article in the newspapers occasioned considerable excite-
ment in medical circles in Baltimore.

— The Transactions of the above-mentioned society, although they do not
include Dr. Van Bibber's paper, contain valuable material. The annual address
is by Professor H. Newell Martin, one of the faculty of the new university. It
is on the Physiology of Secretion, and is, no doubt, the result of his laboratory
work as teacher in the new school. Dr. H. P. C. Wilson describes a modifi-
cation of Paquelin's cautery, designed to prévent the evil effects of heat from
the instrument, as, for example, upon the vagina in operations on the uterus.
We have never experienced the disadvantages alluded to, and the apparatus
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designed seems to us to complicate the manipulation of the instrument. Among
other papers we notice one on Yellow Fever, by Dr. Thomas B. Evans.

— The Proceedings of the Connecticut Medical Society appear in their usual
neat form, edited, we presume, by Dr. C. W. Chamberlain, of Hartford, the
secretary. The prevalence of diphtheria has brought out a number of papers
on this subject. The existence of a state board of health is indicated in the in-
creased attention to sanitation shown in these articles. The question of arsenic
eating as a habit arising at a recent trial for murder in the State has induced
Dr. P. A. Jewett to prepare a paper on this subject. It does not appear that
the custom is at all prevalent in this country. Dr. A. M. Shew gives an ac-

count, with map, of the Insane Colony at Gheel, Belgium. Dr. R. S. Good-
win contributes an essay on Alcohol as a Therapeutic Agent. He takes ground
against the modern fashion of over-stimulation in many diseases. Among
these pneumonia is mentioned. Its use is also discountenanced in lactation
and most chronic diseases, although the milder forms of stimulants are here
advised. " It will always be invaluable," he says, " in sustaining the heart's
action during alarming crises of disease." We should be glad to hear more on

this subject.
-  -

LETTER FROM MEMPHIS.
Me. Editor,

—

As Memphis now stands prominently before the world, a

few lines taken from our daily history may prove interesting to your readers.
The announcement, July 9th, by the board of health of the death of Thomas

Mulbrandon of yellow fever created the greatest panic among our people ; but
it was not until the announcements of Thursday, July 17th, that the panic
seized our more hardened citizens. Thousands of the more timid had already
departed for more salubrious climes, but now the exodus became general.
The prompt depopulation of the city from the first was the means of saving
thousands of lives here, and prevented the dissemination of the germs of the
disease over the entire country, as evidenced by the continued good health of
the surrounding neighborhood. Further depopulation is desirable, but for
many reasons unattainable ; the colored population, although they have been
invited to camps, still persist in their foolhardy decision to remain. This
action on their part is the result of bad leadership, and thus the lives of hun-
dreds of their race will be sacrificed to serve the ends of a few for personal
gain. According to the census of the city, completed July 28th, there are still
16,000 people in the city. Of these, however, only 4283 are white. Since
the taking of the census many of the whites have gone to camps, leaving a

much less number than that furnished by the census.

On the 12th of July Dr. Clark, of Nashville, secretary of the State Board
of Health, visited Memphis, and after consultation with Dr. R. W. Mitchell,
member of the National Board of Health, Dr. G. B. Thornton, president of
the City Board of Health, and Hon. John Johnson, member of the State
Board of Health, inaugurated a quarantine at this point to prevent the spread
of yellow fever. Inspectors were appointed for the depots and transfer sta-
tions of each road, also for steamboats, according to the rules and regulations
of the National Board. No person was allowed to leave the city who had not
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